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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

Provisions of circular of April 16, 1901, extended to include hides and other 
merchanise — Disinfection of hides and other merchandise. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, July 19, 1901. 
Gentlemen: Beferring to the Department's circular of April 16, 
1901, in regard to certificates of disinfection of rags exported to the 
United States, I now have to inform you that the provisions of that 
circular are hereby extended to cover hides and all other merchandise 
subject to disinfection under the laws and regulations. 
A letter on the subject from the Treasury Department is appended. 
Eespectfully, David J. Hill, Assistant Secretary. 

Consular Officers of the United States. 

Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. G, June 25, 1901. 

Sir : Eeferring to that portion of your communication of the 12th 
instant, regarding the certificate for rags to accompany said rags from 
the point of origin in the interior of any foreign country to the seaport, 
for ultimate destination to the United States, and to the recommenda- 
tion of the United States consul-general at Frankfort, to the effect that 
these certificates be extended to cover hides and all other wares subject 
to disinfection under the laws, I have the honor to inform you that the 
Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service has reported upon a 
copy of that letter, which was sent to him, to the effect that such exten- 
sion of certificate will be desirable from a sanitary standpoint, and this 
Department, therefore, concurs in the opinion of the consul-general in 
the matter. 

Eespectfully, O. L. Spaulding, Acting Secretary. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 

Old rubber shoes and rubber waste from Russia need not be disinfected except 

for special reasons. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, July 81, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 27th instant, requesting that the consul at Hamburg be informed 
that old rubber shoes and rubber waste shipped from Eussia to the 
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United States need not be disinfected unless he should be aware of some 
special reason why such action should be taken in auy given case. 

The consul at Hamburg was informed by telegraph in accordance 
with your request on the 30th instant, and was instructed to transmit 
the information to the consuls at Bremen and Stettin. A copy of your 
letter has to-day been forwarded to each of the consuls mentioned. 

Eespectfully, Alvet A. Adee, Acting Secretary. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Mosquitoes blown aboard ship 10 miles from land. 

Gulf Quarantine Station, August 2, 1901. 

Sir : Eeferring to the question of mosquitoes as a means of infection 
in disease, I have to report that the captain of the ship America, arriv- 
ing in quarantine July 24, stated that mosquitoes came aboard the vessel 
on the previous night, at a distance of at least 10 miles from land, the 
nearest point being Chandeleur Island. 

The opinion prevails in this locality that mosquitoes are blown by 
southwest winds from the Louisiana marshes to this island, a distance 
of 10 to 20 miles, and the experience of this summer seems to accord 
with the opinion. 

Mosquitoes were few in number until about the middle of July, when, 
after several days of southwest winds, the number was vastly increased. 
At that time there was no other local condition to explain the sudden 
increase. 

Eespectfully, P. C. Kalloch, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Numerous mosquitoes and cockroaches on Spanish bark Maria Blanquer. 

South Atlantic Quarantine Station, August 2, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that numerous mosquitoes were 
collected on board the Spanish bark Maria Blanquer, remanded from 
Brunswick to this station. The vessel is from Eio de Janeiro, with no 
sickness or history of sickness en route. 

The vessel is interesting in that there was a perfect plague of the 
insects (as well as blatta orientalis, "cockroach") on board, the per- 
sonnel having to cover themselves to have rest. 

When the forecastle was opened, after fumigation, mosquitoes could 
be scooped up by the hand. 

The master is positive that there were none on board until the twenty- 
second day out, when some were noticed in the water tank when opened. 
The water all came from Eio de Janeiro. 

Eespectfully, Hugh S. Cumming, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. S. 



